The following case, where insanity was pleaded in defence to a charge of theft and murder, presents some 
Counsel for both parties consenting, the Court permitted the medical witnesses to be present during the trial, to hear the evidence as to the circumstances of the crime, and the previous history of the prisoner.
The evidence showed that the prisoner was a native of Belfast; but, when an infant, had been brought by his parents over to Glasgow, where they and he lived till 1859, when they went again to Belfast. They had returned thence to Glasgow in July 1860, and had been six weeks in Glasgow, when the prisoner was apprehended on the above charge. His father was a shoemaker, and had tried in vain to teach him his trade. The parents, farther, along with some of the other witnesses, spoke to his having always been considered weak-minded and foolish. In his habits he was dirty and destructive. He associated with children younger than himself, who followed him, sometimes annoying him, and calling him the daft laddie. At school he learned nothing. His 
